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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR  I966 


To:  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Thirsk  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  again  my  privilege  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 

year. 


The  statistical  data  on  the  following  pages  presents  a  fairly  happy 
picture  for  I966  and  the  various  rates  compare  very  favourably  with  those 
for  the  country. 

Stillbirths  and  infant  deaths  fell  to  a  satisfactory  level  and  the 
table  giving  causes  for  these  has  been  omrHted  this  year. 

Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  have  risen  from  six  in  I965  to  ten  in 
1966  and  there  were  four  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  uterus.  Both  these 
causes  of  death  could  be  reduced  in  the  long  term,  those  due  to  cancer  of 
the  Ixmg  by  a  reduction  of  cigarette  smoking,  and  those  from  cancer  of  the 
uterus  by  women  making  full  use  of  the  cervical  cytology  clinic  which  is 
freely  available  in  Thirsk  with  no  waiting  list  at  the  present  time. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

K.  GRAY,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Area  of  district  . 

Estimated  population  mid-19o6  » 
Number  of  Houses  -  Privately  owned 


71 1650  acres 

14,150 
4,250 

-  Council  «.  ..  ..  ••  ..  782 

-  Crown  Property  .  520 

Rateable  Value  .  £405,288 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  . . .  £1,625 

1964  1965  1966 

Live  births .  e.  ».  ..  266  242  252 

Birth  rate/1,000  population  ..  . . I8.8  17«0  17 •8 

Corrected  birth  rate  . .  ♦.  ..  19»4  17*5  18,5 


Illegitimate  live  births  were  10  representing  4%  of  total  live  births. 
Stillbirths  -  4.  Rate/1,000  live  and  stillbirths  -  I5.6 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  , ,  . .  -  256 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  ..  ..  -  4 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 


1 9,64 

1965 

1966 

Infant  deaths/1,000  live  births  ,,  ,,  .. 

22.6 

41.0 

15.9 

Infant  deaths  (England  and  Wales)  . 

20.0 

19.0 

19.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths/1,000  legitimate 

live  births  . 

15.9 

59.6 

16.5 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths/1,000  illegitimate 

lxv0  l(!)xx*i^]ns  •«  «•  c*  oA  ••  «9 

145 

67 

Nil 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  0.  •• 

18.8 

25.0 

7.9 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under 

1  week  per  1,000  total  live  births)  . 

18.8 

25.0 

7.9 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (Stillbirths  and 
deaths  under  1  week  combined  per  1 ,000 
total  live  and  stillbirths)  ..  ..  ..  .. 

40.0 

60.0 

22.4 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ..  . .  *.  .. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Rate/1,000  live  and  stillbirths  «.  ..  .. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  -  Male  Female 

90  85 

1964 

Total 

175 

196^ 

1966 

Crude  death  rate/1,000  population  «.  ..  .. 

12.1 

9.9 

12.2 

Corrected  death  rate  (Factor  1.05)  o»  «.  «• 

12.7 

10.5 

12.8 

England  and  Wales  ..  .  ..  .. 

11.5 

11.5 

11.7 

/ 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THIRSK  RURAL  DISTRICT 


22^ 

Male  Female  Male  Female 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2. 

Tuberculosis ,  other 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  and  par.  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm  -  stomach 

4 

1 

2 

1 

11. 

"  ”  -  I’A^'^'g)  bronch\as 

6 

- 

8 

2 

12. 

"  "  -  breast 

- 

2 

- 

3 

13o 

”  ”  ”•  uterus 

- 

- 

- 

4 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

10 

5 

7 

10 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

- 

- 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

- 

1 

1 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

12 

10 

12 

17 

18. 

Coronary  diseases,  angina 

18 

11 

24 

10 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

- 

- 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  diseases 

7 

13 

4 

15 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

2 

- 

6 

2 

22. 

Influenza 

- 

- 

- 

- 

• 

OJ 

Pneumonia 

4 

3 

7 

5 

24. 

Bronchitis 

- 

- 

5 

2 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

- 

1 

1 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

1 

1 

- 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

- 

- 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

- 

- 

1 

- 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  a;'id  abortion 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

- 

- 

- 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

6 

8 

8 

3 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

3 

- 

- 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

1 

2 

2 

2 

35. 

Suicide 

2 

- 

- 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

TOTALS 

81 

6l 

90 

83 

h 


Notifiable  Diseases 


The  following  cases  were  notified 


1964 

1965 

1966 

Pneumonia 

3 

4 

1 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

4 

8 

Dysentery 

15 

4 

Nil 

bhooping  cough 

Nil 

Nil 

21 

Food  poisoning 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles 

253 

151 

73 

Meningococcal  infection 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Pulmonary  tuberciilosis 

1 

Nil 

2 

Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Paratyphoid  fever 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Notifications  of  whooping  cough  have  been  more  numeroiis  recently.  The 
most  likely  explanation  of  this  is  that  a  previously  rare  variety  of  the 
organism  which  causes  the  disease  is  becoming  more  prevalent,  and  the 
vaccine  used  previously  to  protect  children  did  not  incorporate  this 
particvilar  variety  of  organism:. 


GSNERAI.  PROVISIONS  OF  HF.ALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  BULMER  AREA 


The  BiiTuier  Area  Is  one  of  ten  such  areas,  Into  v/hlch  the  County  CouncI  1  Is  divided  for 
coiiYunleiice  of  day  to  day  administration  of  the  Health  Services.  It  Is  made  up  of  the  four 
Rural  Districts  of  Easingwold,  Flaxton,  Thirsk  and  Wath,  and  contributes  the  south-west  corner  of  the 
Riding,  with  an  area  of  some  kOO  square  miles  and  a  population  of  63,070.  The  population 
Immediately  to  the  north  of  York  Is  ccnparatlvely  dense,  but  away  from  this  suburban  belt.  Is  fairly 
evenly  distributed  In  small  townships  and  villages. 

The  Area  County  Offices  at  Easingwold  are  shared  with  Welfare,  Mental  Health,  Children's, 
Highways  and  Planning  Departments. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  holds  appointments  with  the  four  Rural  Districts  and  with  the 
Health  and  Education  Committees  of  the  County  Council. 

Two  of  the  full  time  Medical  Officers  are  employed  largely  In  the  area.  Dr.  Eggleton  with  the 
mobile  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  and  Dr.  Gowans  in  school  worlt.  A  number  of  general  practitioners 
carry  out  sessional  v/ork  in  village  clinics. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  et  Northallerton  Is  available  for  bacteriological  examination  of 
v;ater,  milk.  Ice  cream,  and  specimens  taken  during  the  Investigation  of  Infectious  diseases.  A 
weekly  collection  round  for  water  and  other  samples  is  a  useful  service  undertaken.  Some  use  Is 
also  made  of  the  facilities  offered  by  the  laboratories  of  the  County  Hospital  at  York,  and  an 
additional  service  Is  provided  in  the  examination  of  smears  taken  by  the  nev;ly  Instituted  Cexn/’lcal 
Cytology  Service. 

Ambulance  Service 

Two  stations,  at  Haxby  and  Thirsk,  serve  the  area,  with  some  co-operation  v/lth  adjoining 
authorities  at  York  and  the  West  Riding.  All  vehicles  are  radio- equipped,  and  In  addition  to  normal 
hospital  and  casualty  work,  a  service  Is  provided  to  the  Education  Authority  and  to  the  local  Health 
Author! ty. 

Child  Welfare 

The  County  Council  have  three  purpose-built  clinic^  at  Easing'wold,  Thirsk  and  Huntington. 

Dental  services  are  available  at  the  first  tv/o.  These  premises  are  Increasingly  used  for  the 
various  activities  of  the  Health  and  Education  services. 

Child  Welfare  clinics  are  held  at  22  centres  in  the  area,  the  mobile  clinic  attending  at 
12  of  these.  The  remainder  are  premises  ranging  from  good  to  less  satisfactory.  Approximately 
90,.  of  children  born  in  the  area  attend  during  the  first  two  years  tf  life,  many  of  them  having  the 
various  Immunisation  procedures  carried  out.  Welfare  foods  and  proprietary  Infant  and  vitamin 
preparations  ore  on  sale  at  these  clinics,  and  as  the  proprietary  foods  are  sold  at  considerably  less 
than  retail  shop  prices,  this  service  is  of  some  direct  financial  help  to  the  families.  The  choice 
of  v/hlch  particular  foods  are  purchased  at  each  clinic  from  the  great  variety  which  Is  available  Is 
left  to  the  health  visitor  and  doctor  at  each  clinic,  and  little  difficulty  arises  from  the  consid¬ 
erable  financial  transactions  entailed.  Much  of  the  work  In  our  clinics  Is  carried  out  by  voluntary 
helpers  who  deserve  an  annual  vote  of  thanks  In  this  report. 

Nursing  Services 

In  the  mere  rural  parts  of  the  area,  generalised  duties  nurses  are  employed,  undertaking 
midwifery,  home  nursing  and  health  visiting.  In  sane  cases  this  almost  amounts  to  the  much  advocated 
attachment  of  a  nurse  to  a  medical  practice. 

Where  the  population  Is  more  concentrated,  health  nursing  Is  carried  a>ut  by  nurses  engaged 
solely  In  this  field,  leaving  the  duties  of  nursing  and  midwifery  to  "combined  duties"  nurses.  A 
further  division  of  duties  has  been  tried,  but  this  has  not  been  entirely  successful  In  this  rural  area. 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  follovMng  staff  were  enployed; 

Full  Time 


Part  Time 


Health  visitors 

5 

3 

Generalised  duties 

9 

1 

Horae  nurses,  midwifery 

U 

Midwifery 

1 

Home  nursing 

2 

Vaccination  &  Immunisation 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

Bulmer  area  -  total  population 

60,270 

61,130 

62,360 

63,100 

63,070 

No,  of  live  births  In  area 

1,146 

1,209 

1,242 

1,168 

1,114 

Children  vaccinated  against  smallpox  in  year 

1,676 

330 

598 

702 

709 

Children  Immunised  against  diphtheria  (primary) 

970 

1,111 

910 

1,174 

1,050 

”  "  "  "  (booster) 

388 

486 

710 

708 

975 

Children  Immunised  against  whooping  cough 

1,109 

987 

902 

1,150 

1,013 

Children  corfpleting  primary  polio  course 

1,195 

1,037 

Children  conpletlng  tetanus  course 

1,189 

These  figures  are  very  reassuring  and  demonstrate  that  a  high  proportion  of  children  In  the 
area  benefit  from  these  preventive  measures. 


Welfare  Foods 


National  dried  mlllc,  orange  juice,  cod  liver  oil,  and  vitamin  tablets  are  supplied  at  the 
Health  Office  and  most  clinics.  In  addition,  a  declining  number  of  shopkeepers  sell  these  products 

on  a  non-profit  making  basis.  Sales  appear  to  fall  by  some  10,.  annually,  no  doubt  due  to  the  more 

attractive  presentation  of  proprietary  equivalents,  and  to  advertising,  which  results  in  increasing 
sales  of  these.  There  will,  no  doubt,  sooner  or  later,  be  a  point  beyond  which  the  welfare  food 
system  In  its  present  form  will  cease  to  be  economically  sound. 

Domestic  Help  Service 

Again  a  decline  Is  seen  In  the  number  of  maternity  cases  attended,  and  an  increase  In  hours 
vjorked  in  other  categories. 


1963 

196k 

23^ 

1966 

Maternl ty 

19 

16 

9 

7 

Chronic  sick,  aged,  etc. 

12k 

134 

122 

123 

Others 

Ik 

11 

11 

13 

Hours  worked 

27,613 

23,140 

28,511 

32,076 

All  77  home  helps  etployed  are  part  time  employees. 

Chiropody 

This  service  has  continued  unchanged.  Three  part-time  Chiropodists  are  employed  in  12 
centres.  There  has  been  a  small  increase  of  domiciliary  cases  where  it  Is  impossible  to  transport 
these  cases  to  a  clinic.  As  at  the  Infant  Welfare  clinics,  considerable  assistance  is  given  by 
voluntary  helpers  in  clerical  work,  transport,  and  in  other  ways. 

Care  and  After  Care 

Apparatus  and  nursing  aids  are  provided  on  loan  to  patients,  on  a  short  time  basis. 

For  Incontinent  patients  a  supply  of  incontinence  pads  and  similar  aids  are  provided, 

A  pint  of  milk  dally  Is  given  to  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Chest  Physician. 

Family  Planning 

Sessions  have  continued  at  Thlrsk  and  Huntington  by  the  Family  Planning  Association,  and 
it  would  seem  that  it  will  increasingly  be  the  duty  of  local  authorities  to  Increase  the  facilities 
available  In  this  field.  The  number  of  births  In  the  Bulmer  Area  has  fallen  over  the  past  t’wo 
years,  thus  reversing  a  trend  which  has  been  evident  for  quite  a  few  years  up  to  the  peak  year  of  196A. 

Cervical  Cytology 

This  Is  carried  out  as  a  routine  procedure  at  hospitals  where  women  attend  the  obstetric  and 
gynaecological  departments,  and  It  is  customary  to  take  the  cervical  smear  at  Family  Planning  Clinics. 
The  County  Council  Inaugurated  special  clinics  at  Thlrsk,  Huntington  and  Easlngwold  during  the  year, 
and  requests  for  this  examination  were  very  heavy  at  first,  Nun4)ers  are  now  falling  off,  and  It 
will  require  some  more  extensive  health  education  in  this  direction.  In  order  to  achieve  a  high 
proportion  of  women,  particularly  those  In  whom  cancer  of  the  cervix  tends  to  have  a  high  Incidence, 
attending  for  the  simple  routine  test. 

Nursery  Sc  Child  Minders  Regulations  Act,  1948 

The  local  authority  mokes  no  provisions  for  day  nurseries  and  nursery  schools  within  the  area. 
Occasional  use  is  made  ef  day  nursery  accommodation  In  York,  A  number  of  premises  and  persons  are 
registered  by  the  County  Council  after  satlsfyl ngthe  authorities  on  standards  prescrtbed,  and  are 
regularly  supervised. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  I966 


To:  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Thirsk  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  to  present  a  report  on  the  work  done  by  the  Council 
in  carrying  out  its  duties  as  Public  Health  Authority  during  the  year 
ending  December,  I966. 

There  was  no  matter  of  special  importance  to  comment  on;  though 
the  year  showed  steady  progress  in  most  aspects  of  the  Council's  work. 

The  need  for  sev/erage  schemes  in  some  villages  remains  the  only 
outstanding  serious  issue  i:i  the  public  health  field,  and  unfortunately 
the  Coimcil  has  not  been  able  to  maintain  its  earlier  steady  sewerage 
programme . 

The  statement  on  page  twenty  as  regards  houses  without  water 
closets  shows  hovi/  the  improvement  of  dwellings  is  dependent  on  sewers 
and  sewerage  disposal. 

The  number  of  houses  improved  with  grant  aid  was  only  twenty-two, 
compared  with  the  previous  average  of  thirty-eight.  This  is  in  keeping 
with  the  national  trend  and  is,  in  my  view,  due  to  the  diminishing 
number  of  houses  suitable  for  improvement ,  rather  than  ignorance  of  the 
grant  scheme  by  property  owners. 

'  I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  M.  SHAPJ'HOUSS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
Surveyor 
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WATER 


All  main  public  supplies  v/ere  under  the  control  of  the  Ryedale  Joint 
Water  Board,  the  major  mains  network  being  fed  from  Ryedale  Joint  Water 
Board  sources  outside  the  area,  and  by  the  Kepwick  springs. 

The  new  water  'purification’  plant  at  Boltby  was  officially  opened 
in  the  July  and  the  Boltby  water  supply,  out  of  use  since  1964,  was  once 
more  available  to  the  public. 

Weekly  samples  of  the  public  supplies  failed  to  produce  evidence  that 
the  water  supplied  to  the  majority  of  the  population  is  at  all  doubtful  in 
quality. 

The  Public  Health  department  collected  I85  samples  from  'public' 
sources  and  I3  from  private  supplies,  all  being  submitted  for  examination 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Northallerton, 

Of  the  samples  from  priva.te  supplies  some  7  v;ere  found  unfit. 
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Dwellings  and 

population  served  by  water 

mains 

ad  pipes 

Parish 

Direct  to  houses 

By  Stai 

Houses 

Approx. 

popul. 

Houses 

Approx, 

popul. 

Ainderby  Quernhow 

21 

80 

mm 

Bagby 

86 

240 

- 

- 

Balk 

12 

50 

- 

- 

Birdforth 

9 

40 

- 

- 

Boltby 

45 

130 

- 

- 

Carlton  Minictt 

l8o 

520 

- 

- 

Catton 

14 

40 

- 

- 

Cowesby 

25 

60 

“ 

- 

Dalton 

83 

270 

- 

- 

Ellenthorpe 

9 

40 

- 

- 

Eldmire -w-Crakehill 

8 

30 

- 

- 

Fawdington 

4 

20 

- 

- 

Felixkirk 

26 

90 

- 

- 

Holme 

16 

50 

1 

1 

Howe 

10 

50 

- 

- 

Humberton 

12 

40 

- 

- 

Hutton  Sessay 

26 

70 

- 

- 

Kepwick 

33 

90 

- 

- 

Kilburn 

77 

220 

- 

- 

Kirby  Hill 

37 

120 

- 

- 

Kirby  Knowle 

19 

60 

- 

- 

Kirby  Vi/iske 

37 

110 

- 

- 

Knay  t  on  -w  -Brav/i  t  h 

96 

280 

- 

- 

Langthorpe 

127 

4oo 

- 

- 

Maun  by 

48 

120 

- 

- 

Milby 

20 

80 

- 

- 

Newby  Wiske 

49 

150  • 

- 

- 

Nev/sham-w-Breckenbrough 

28 

90 

- 

- 

Norton-le-Clay 

29 

100 

- 

- 

North  Kilvington 

11 

40 

- 

- 

Pickhill-w-Roxby 

82 

270 

- 

- 

Sandhutton 

59 

180 

- 

- 

Sessay 

71 

210 

- 

- 

Binder by 

30 

80 

- 

- 

Skipton 

23 

80 

- 

- 

South  Kilvington 

71 

180 

- 

- 

South  Otterington 

99 

319 

- 

- 

Sowerby 

847 

2450 

- 

- 

Sutton-u-Whitestoneclifft 

>■  84 

220 

- 

- 

Thirkleby 

66 

210 

- 

- 

Thirlby 

22 

60 

- 

tm 

Thirsk 

980 

2980 

- 

- 

Thornbrough 

1 

4 

- 

- 

Thornton  Bridge 

14 

50 

- 

- 

Thornton-le -Moor 

95 

300 

- 

- 

Thornton-le-Street 

33 

100 

- 

- 

Topcliffe 

346 

1180 

- 

- 

Upsall 

24 

90 

- 

- 
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HOUSING 


Work  was  commenced  on  sixty  dwellings  (Unity),  as  follows: 


Hambleton  Place  Phase  III 
Topclif fe 
Carlton  Miniott 
Sandhutton 


20  bungalows 
10  bungalows 

20  houses  and  6  bungalows 
4  houses 


By  the  year  end  the  block  of  four  at  So^ndhutton  was  completed,  bring' 
ing  the  total  number  of  houses  in  the  area  to  786, 


Preliminary  work  progressed  with  sites  at  Kirby  Hill,  Dalton  and 
Knayton. 

The  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  on  the  Little  Green  and  in  Sowerby 
received  confirmation  and  some  tenants  had  already  been  rehoused  by  the 
year  end. 

Though  the  procedure  for  Compulsory  Ptirchase  of  areas  of  low  standard 
dwellings  is  lengthy,  the  viltimate  results  are  well  worth  while,  as  in  most 
cases  the  sites  which  become  available  by  demolition  are  imattractive  to 
private  developers  and  would  most  likely  become  an  eyesore. 


The  increasing  number  of  derelict  houses  and  other  buildings, 
particularly  in  the  town  area  v/as  a  matter  of  concern  and  pressure  was 
put  on  owners  of  such  properties  to  effect  clearance.  As  a  result  of 
this  campaign  thirty-nine  dwellings  were  demolished  and  the  sites 
cleared  during  the  year. 

Repairs  and  maintenance  of  the  Council's  7S6  houses  was  partly  carried 
out  by  direct  laboirr  and  partly  by  private  contractors. 

Of  a  total  of  1866  (1799)  repairs  incidents,  some  548  (451)  were  dealt 
with  by  the  Council’s  small  s^,aff  of  tradesmen.  In  addition  I89  (ill) 
houses  were  completely  repainted  and  II8  (74)  partly  repainted  by  oior  own 
painters . 

As  a  matter  of  interest  the  repairs  carried  out  by  contractors  during 
the  year  could  be  placed  in  the  following  bread  categories 


Joiner  .«  ,. 
Electrician  . . 
Plumber  . .  . . 
Gas  fitter  . . 


number  of  repairs  -  587  (321) 

”  "  "  -  268  (194) 

”  ”  "  -  599  (637) 

tt  ti  ti  _  54  (46) 


(The  figures  in  brackets  indicate  the  number  for  the  previous  year) 

Statement  ”A"  with  this  section  of  the  report  shows  the  disposition 
of  Council  hoiises  throughout  the  area,  the  type  of  houses,  and  the  date 
of  completion. 

Statement  "B*'  shows  in  tabular  form  the  results  of  action  taken  in 
regard  to  unfit  houses. 

Statement  "C”  shov;s  the  position  as  regards  discretionary  and  standard 
grants.  The  Council  allowed  up  to  the  maximum  (£400)  on  discretionary 
grant  schemes  during  the  year. 
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statement  A 


Parish  Co\incil  Houses 


Bedrooms 


Total 

2 

3 

4 

Bung 

Built 

Ainderby  Quernhow 

8 

3 

2 

1 

P.W. 

2 

51 

Carlton  Miniott 

8 

6 

2 

51 

Dalton 

12 

9 

3 

55 

Kilburn 

4 

3 

1 

49 

Kirby  Hill 

8 

6 

2 

50 

Knayton 

6 

2 

49 

4 

60 

Langthorpe 

24 

10 

6 

P.W. 

4 

50 

4 

58 

Newby  Wiske 

5 

1 

4 

P.W. 

Pickhill 

6 

5 

1 

53 

Sandhutton 

8 

4 

62 

4 

66 

Sessay 

4 

3 

1 

53 

South  Kilvington 

8 

4 

P.W. 

4 

61 

South  Otterington 

8 

2 

P.W. 

4 

2 

49 

Sowerby 

134 

20 

38 

20 

12 

P.W. 

4 

9 

3 

46 

10 

1 

52 

4 

9 

4 

53 

Thirkleby 

4 

3 

1 

51 

Thirsk 

484 

12 

42 

14 

6 

48 

8 

14 

3 

52 

5 

53 

26 

32 

16 

54 

4 

56 

12 

41 

11 

57 

2 

31 

9 

58 

2 

15 

3 

16 

59 

4 

60 

10 

5 

61 

1 

3 

62 

5 

52 

4 

4 

63 

8 

22 

2 

38 

64 

Thornt on-le -Moor 

9 

6 

49 

3 

60 

Topcliffe 

46 

8 

P.W. 

6 

46 

2 

3 

1 

53 

10 

13 

3 

55 

786 

129 

444 

1l4 

99 
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statement  B 


(l )  Repair  -  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  notices 


Sections 

9,  10 

Public  Health 

and  16 

and  similar 

Housing  Act  1957 

Local 

Acts 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

(a)  By  owner 

- 

14 

- 

- 

(b)  By  local  authority 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

- 

14 

- 

- 

(2)  Beyond  Repair  -  Housin.B;  Act,  1937 


Number  of 


(a)  undertakings  accepted  (section  16)  ..  .. 

(b)  closing  orders  made  (section  17)  •• 

(c)  demolition  orders  made  (section  17) 

(d)  closing  orders  made  (section  l8)  ,, 

(e)  closing  orders  determined  (section  27)  .. 

(f)  closing  orders  revoked  and  demolition 

orders  substituted  (section  28)  .. 

(g)  houses  demolished  follov;ing  demolition 

orders  •«  . 


1 

5 

1 


36 


(3)  Clearance  areas 

Represented  during  year  - 

(a)  number  of  areas  . .  •• 

(b)  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  ,,  ..  - 

(c)  houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

arrangement,  etc.  . 

(d)  houses  on  land  acquired  under  43(2)  .. 

(e)  numbers  of  people  to  be  displaced 

-  Individuals  .. 

-  Faiiiilies  .. 

Action  taken  during  the  year  - 

(a)  houses  demolished  by  local  authorities 

or  owners  -  Unfit  . .  • •  Nil 

-  Others  . .  . •  3 

(b)  numbers  of  people  displaced 

-  Individuals  • .  5 

-  Families  . .  1 


/ 
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statement  C 


Discretionary  Grants 


1)  Number  of  applications  received 

2)  Number  of  applications  approved 

3)  Number  of  applications  refused 

4)  Number  of  dwellings  improved 

5)  Amount  paid  in  greuits  ..  •« 

6)  Average  grant  per  house  .. 


Owner/ 

Occupiers 

Tenanted 

•  •  •  • 

15 

9 

•  •  •  • 

15 

7 

•  •  •  • 

“ 

2 

•  •  •  • 

19 

17 

£9,829.  Os.  Od. 
£273.  Os.  6d. 


Comparison  with  previous  years: - 


Number 

Approved 

Amount 
of  Grant 


1953 

1934 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

3 

18 

69 

45 

48 

59 

36 

£602 

£4,772 

£15,586 

£10,085 

£10,974 

£13,098 

£8,097 

Number 

Approved 

Amovint 
of  Grant 


i960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

60 

37 

21 

30 

30 

31 

22 

£17,677 

£9,601 

£5,498 

£7,458 

£7,855 

£7,780 

£9,099 

Standard  Grants 


1 )  Number  of  applications  received  , , 
Number  of  applications  approved  . . 
Number  of  applications  refused  .. 

2)  Number  of  dwellings  improved 


3)  Amount  paid  in  grants .  £3,6l6.  8s,  Od. 

4)  Average  grant  per  house  .  £l44,13s.'Id. 

5)  Amenities  provided  (a)  fixed  bath  ..  ..  ..  21 

(b)  shower  . .  ..  Nil 

(c)  wash  hand  basin  ..  ..  21 

(d)  hot  water  supply  ..  ..  21 

(e)  water  closet  within  dwelling  25 

(f)  food  store  . . l4 


Owner/ 

Occupiers 

Tenanted 

10 

21 

10 

20 

- 

1 

14 

11 

14 


FOOD  HYGIENE 


The  number  of  premises  in  this  area  concerned  with  the  preparation, 
treatment  or  storage  of  food  is  as  follows 

Grocers  shops . .  . . .  43 

Greengrocers  .  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  6 

Confectioners .  12 

Bakehouses  ..  . .  ,,  3 

V/et  fish  shops  ..  •*  . .  ,,  ,,  ,,  2 

Fried  fish  shops  ..  ••  . .  5 

Butchers . .  ••  ..  ,,  ••  ,,  ,,  8 

Cafes  and  Canteens . .  ,,  9 

Licenced  premises  ..  ••  .  ••  ••  ..  46 

Slaughterhouses  ..  ..  •.  4 

Ice-cream  manufacturers  ..  ..  ..  ••  •.  ..  ••  1 

Market  stalls  (approx.)  ..  . . .  ,,  12 

Mobile  shops  (approx.)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ,,  15 

Poultry  processing  factories  ..  3 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 

Routine  supervision  of  these  premises  was  carried  out  as  far  as 
possible,  the  results  of  the  inspections  being  as  follows 

Number  of  inspections  made  ..  ..  ..  . 137 

Number  of  premises  found  not  to  comply  ..  9 

Number  of  defects  .  27 

Number  remedied  ..  . .  .  24 

It  is  obvious  that  whereas  proper  structural  standards  and 
cleanliness  of  food  premises  are  essential  the  crvix  of  the  matter  is 
care  on  the  part  of  the  food  handlers. 

No  cases  of  foreign  bodies  in  food  were  reported  and  the  two 
instances  of  mould  in  cooked  articles  were  dealt  with  informally  by 
warning  the  vendors. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


A  complete  inspection  service  was  carried  out  at  the  four  slaughterhouses 
within  the  area,  the  results  being  shown  in  the  table. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 


Sheep 

and 

Cows  Calves  Lambs 


Number  killed  . 

566 

Nil 

1 

1272 

763 

Number  not  inspected  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . .  . . 

69 

- 

- 

6 

11 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . •  • .  , . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

Cysterci 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  of  organ 
was  condemned  .  •• 

1 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned  . • 

1 

- 

- 

- 

" 

" 

” 

" 

Unsound  food  surrendered  or  comdernned 

• 

• 

Cwts 

« 

lbs, 

1 )  Meat  at  slaughterhouse  . «  . . 

23 

2)  Meat  at  school  canteens  ..  •• 

110, 

3)  Meat  at  retail  shops  * •  • • 

- 

- 

4)  Cooked  meat  and  meat  products  . • 

- 

- 

5)  Canned  meats  ..  . . 

16 

6)  Fish  . 

- 

7)  Fruit  and  vegetables  ..  .. 

- 

- 

8)  Other  foods  ..  ..  ..  .. 

- 

- 

Total 

•  • 

6. 

37 

It  is  not  possible  to  account  for  the  reduction  in  the  number 
of  animals  found  affected  with  cysticercus  bovis,  only  a  single 
case,  as  compared  with  fourteen  in  1965»  particularly  as  the  same 
inspector  carried  out  the  inspections. 


16 


ICE-CREAM 


The  Council  has  a  duty  to  keep  a  register  of  premises  manufacturing 
or  selling  ice-cream. 

There  is  only  one  manufacturer  in  the  area,  where  the  ice-cream  is 
produced  by  the  'hot-mix'  method.  Specimens  of  the  product  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  found  quite  satisfactory. 

There  are  also  forty  vendors  of  pre-packed  ice-cream. 


MILK 

The  milk  supplied  in  the  area  is  a  bottled  designated  milk,  chiefly 
produced  outside  the  area  and  delivered  daily  by  lorry  to  the  respective 
dealers'  premises,  the  empty  bottles  being  returned  for  cleansing. 

By  virtue  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  '1963»  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  is  responsible  for  the 
licencing  of  producer/retailers  and  the  North  Riding  County  Council  is 
the  licencing  authority  for  all  other  dealers  in  milk. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AIvTO  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


Good  progress  was  made  on  the  survey  of  premises  covered  by  the 
Act  and  the  results,  in  tabular  form,  are  as  follows :- 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 

premises 
receiving 
a  general 
inspection 

Offices  ,,  ,,  .  ,, 

45 

5 

Retail  shops . .  , , 

1 

63 

15 

Wholesale  shops.  Warehouses  ,,  ,, 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

1 

3 

1 

public ,  canteens  . .  ,, 

1 

13 

9 

Fuel  storage  depots  , ,  , ,  , , 

- 

2 

1 

TOTALS 

3 

126 

31 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to 

registered  premises  \mder  the  Act  ,,  ,,  .  85 


Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Section 

Number  of  Contraventions 

Section 

Number  of  Contraventions 

4 

Cleanliness 

6 

15 

Eating  facilities 

5 

Overcrowding 

- 

16 

Floors,  passage  and  strs. 

4 

6 

Temperature 

13 

17 

Fencing  exposed  parts 

7 

Ventilation 

6 

machinery 

2 

8 

Lighting 

18 

18 

Protection  of  young  persons 

9 

Sanitary  conveniences 

22 

from  dangerous  machinery 

- 

10 

Washing  facilities 

9 

19 

Training  of  yoxmg  persons 

11 

Supply  of  drinking 

working  at  dangerous 

water 

- 

machinery 

- 

12 

Clothing  accommodation 

1 

23 

Prohibition  of  heavy  wk. 

- 

13 

Sitting  facilities 

- 

24 

First  Aid  -  General 

14 

Seats  (Sedentary  wkrs,) 

- 

Provisions 

16 

Total  97 


No  accidents  requiring  investigation,  and  legal  action,  under 
the  Act,  were  reported  during  the  year. 
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SEVffiRAGE 


The  Langthorpe  regional  scheme  was  completed  during  the  year,  and 
possibly  served  to  'encourage'  the  considerable  private  residential 
development  now  in  progress  in  that  part  of  the  area. 

The  Topcliffe/Dalton  regional  scheme  negotiations  progressed  and  a 
decision  was  taken  to  put  dovm  a  'Pasveer  ditch'  oxidization  treatment 
plant • 

The  advantages  of  such  an  installation,  mainly  considerable  saving 
in  capital  expenditure,  are  apparent,  and  the  working  of  this  'experimental' 
disposal  works  will  be  watched  with  interest  by  many  authorities. 

Though  sewerage  schemes  are  prepared  by  the  Council's  Consultant 
Engineer  the  Council's  own  Public  Health  Department  is  involved  in  a 
considerable  amount  of  extra  work  whilst  a  scheme  is  in  progress.  Most 
of  these  duties  are  concerned  with  the  alteration  of  domestic  drainage 
systems  to  separate  surface  water  drainage. 

The  main  Sowerby  Sewerage  Works  presented  no  maintenance  problems, 
other  than  the  usual  difficulty  in  disposing  of  sludge. 

Experiments  with  'Banks'  upward  flow  filtration  screens  were 
largely  abortive  and  any  benefit  was  offset  by  the  trouble  of  cleaning 
the  screens,  which  have  now  been  removed  from  the  humus  tanks. 

In  general  it  is  fair  to  say  the  numerous  pumping  installations 
behaved  well,  though  the  Pickhill  ejector  station  was  frequently  stopped 
for  reasons  which  were  never  definitely  pin-pointed.  Choking  of  the 
P.V.C.  pumping  main  could  have  been  either  the  cause  or  effect  of  the 
trouble. 
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The  present  state  as  regards  schemes  in  the  various  villages  in 
the  area  is  as  follows : - 


Schemes 

already 

provided 


Existing  facilities 
considered  satisfactory 
for  tim.e  being 


Sev/erage  facilities 
required 


Thirsk 

Sowerby 

Carlton  Miniott 

Sandhutton 

Kilvington 

Catton 

Howe 

Kirby  Knowle 
Bagby 

Ainderby  Quernhow 

Holme 

Pickhill 

Sinderby 

Kirby  Hill 

Langthorpe 


Birdforth 

Kepwick 

Thornton  Bridge 
Upsall 

Thornt  on-le -S t r ee  t 


Balk 
Bo It by 
Cov;esby 
*Dalton 
Felixkirk 
Hutton  Sessay 
Kilburn 
*Kirby  Vi/iske 
*Knayton 
*Maunby 
*Nev;by  VJiske 
Newsham 

*Norton-le-Clay 

*Sessay 

Skipton 

*South  Otterington 
*Sutton 
*Thirkleby 
Thirlby 

*  Thornt  on-le -Moor 
*Topcliffe 


NOTE; 

*  Villages  where 
schemes  are  in  an 
advanced  state  of 
preparation 


Approximate  populations  served: - 

(a)  (b)  (c) 

8,939  213  3,045 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  Council  continued  to  give  a  complete  refuse  collection  service 
throughout  its  area,  dustbins  being  emptied  weekly,  apart  from  at  a  few 
outlying  properties,  and  ashpits  and  middens  were  dealt  with  monthly. 

Disposal  was  by  controlled  tipping  in  a  disused  sandpit  near 
Topcliffe. 

The  powerful  Drott  Excavator  enabled  a  fairly  high  standard  of 
control  to  be  exercised,  apart  from  making  full  use  of  all  available  land 
adjoining  the  original  hole  for  tipping. 

Something  like  6,500  tons  of  household  refuse  are  collected  annually, 
apart  from  trade  refuse  collected  separately,  and  the  cost  of  collection 
and  disposal  is  in  the  region  of  £3.  5s •  Od.  per  ton,  including  for  labour, 
transport,  administration,  etc. 

The  Council's  vehicles  at  the  year  end  used  mainly  for  refuse 
collection  were  as  follows,  an  average  of  22  drivers  and  loaders  being 
employed  on  this  work:- 

2  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  "fore-and-aft"  tippers 

1  Dennis  side -loader  (10  cubic  yards) 

2  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  Pakamatics 

1  -  1,000  gallon  "Yorkshire"  cesspool 
emptier  (pails  and  septic  tanks) 

A  limited  'paper  sack'  system  was  put  into  operation  diiring  the  year. 

Remote  farmsteads  have  always  presented  a  collection  problem,  aind  the 
running  of  large  vehicles  over  long  lengths  of  farm  road  is  an  uneconomical 
exercise. 

Paper  sack  containers  not  only  permit  collection  by  a  light  van,  but 
allow  more  latitude  in  intervals  between  collection,  a  very  big  advantage 
in  the  winter  months. 

A  survey  dirring  the  year  revealed  222  houses  without  water  closets  - 
90  having  fixed  receptacles  and  132  with  pan  closets. 

Of  the  total  of  222  some  199  were  in  parishes  without  sewerage  schemes. 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


Though  coin  receipts  are  not  a  reliable  method  of  estimating  the 
number  of  persons  using  the  conveniences,  they  provide  an  interesting 
comparison  with  previous  years 


1959 

-  160,738 

1960 

-  166,879 

1961 

-  174,320 

1962 

-  169,549 

1963 

-  109,443 

1964 

-  120,164 

1963 

-  117,316 

1966 

-  112,274 

MORTUARY 


The  register  shows  that  thirty-one  bodies  in  all  were  accommodated 
during  the  twelve  months. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the  area. 


CARAVANS 

Four  site  licences  were  issued  involving  forty-five  holiday  vans 
and  one  residential  van. 


PETROLEUM 

The  Council  issued  eighty-eight  licences  for  the  storage  of 
'petroleum'  during  the  year. 

In  accordance  with  Home  Office  recommendations  an  'ullage  test' 
was  applied  to  all  storage  tanks  more  than  twenty  years  old. 

The  expert  knowledge  of  the  officers  of  the  North  Riding  Fire 
Department  was  readily  made  available  for  adivising  on  new  install¬ 
ations  and  the  most  sensible  thing  would  be  for  that  Authority  to 
take  over  the  powers  and  duties  under  the  Petroleum  Acts. 


BUILDING  REGULATIONS 

The  building  byelaws  were  superseded  in  February,  'I966  by  the 
Building  Regulations,  which  placed  very  extensive  duties  on  the  Council 
in  regard  to  supervision  of  building  operations. 

During  the  year  383  plans  were  submitted  to  the  Council,  146  of 
which  were  for  new  houses. 
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NUISANCES 


No  formal  action  had  to  be  taken  to  deal  with  "statutory  nuisances", 
and  those  which  did  occur  were  remedied  as  a  result  of  informal  approach 
or  letter. 

The  fouling  of  town  footpaths  by  pigeon  droppings,  continued  to  be 
a  source  of  annoyance,  and  an  abortive  attempt  was  made  to  reduce  the 
nvimber  of  birds  by  the  only  means  available,  i.e.  trapping.  One  feels* 
however,  that  the  fouling  of  footpaths  by  dogs  is  a  much  more  serious 
nuisance,  but  in  both  instances  presumably  the  health  risk  is  slight. 

The  need  for  the  Council  to  use  its  powers  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  to  deal  with  matters  'injurious  to  health'  has  declined  in  recent 
years,  but  I  consider  that  some  of  the  'new  industries'  in  the  area  may 
bring  about  renewed  activity  in  this  field  of  hygiene. 

RODENT  CONTROL 


The  report  on  the  year's  work  by  the  Council's  Rodent  Operative  is 
given  in  tabular  form:- 


Type  c 

>f  Property 

- -q 

Non-Agricultural 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

houses 

(including 

Council 

houses) 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

Agricultural 

1)  Number  of  properties 

25 

3701 

796 

790 

2)  Total  number  of 

properties  inspected 
as  a  result  of 
notification  . .  . . 

59 

23 

16 

Number  of  such 
properties  found  to 
be  infested  by:- 

Common  rat 

Minor 

36 

14 

6 

„  Major 

House  mouse  ... 

Minor 

•• 

4l 

11 

3)  Total  number  of 

properties  inspected 
in  the  course  of 
survey  imder  the  Act 

25 

32 

38 

72 

Number  of  such 
properties  found  to 
be  infested  by:- 

Common  rat 

Minor 

wm 

5 

8 

14 

29 

„  Major 

Hoiose  mouse  ...  ^ 

Minor 

8 

1 

26 

20 

5 
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1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises  on 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

V/ritten 

notices 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

i.  Factories  in  which  sections 

1 ,  2 ,  3 1  ^  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities  3I 

8 

ii.  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  57 

4 

3 

iii.  Other  premises  in  which 

section  7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (excluding 
out -workers'  premises) 

- 

- 

- 

88 

12 

3 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  foimd. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 
"cases") . 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
v/hich 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

jrred 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  . . 

— 

•• 

Overcrowding  . .  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  • «  • •  • • 

Sanitary  conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient  •• 

4 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  . ,  . , 

— 

- 

— 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outwork)  • •  • .  • * 

Total 

6 

2 

- 

- 

- 
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Schedule  of  Factories 


IndiAstry  Number 

Agricultural  Machinery  .  6 

Armament  Repairs  ••  ••  ••  ..  ..  1 

Blacksmiths  ••  3 

Bakeries . ..  ..  3 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairs  . .•  2 

Burling  and  Mending  .  1 

Builders  and  Joiners  .  15 

Coal  Gas .  1 

Egg  Grading . 1 

Electrical  Repairs  ••  7 

Foundries  .  1 

Grass  Drying .  1 

Laundries  .  2 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairs . 15 

Malting . .  ••  ••  . .  1 

Millers  ..  2 

Poultry  Packers  .  3 

Plumbers  ..  .  ••  ••  6 

Printers .  2 

Sawmills . «.  2 

Scrap  Dealers  ..  ..  •.  ••  6 

Slaughterhouses  .  4 

Tailoring  .  1 

Tanneries  ••  . .  ••  . .  1 

87 
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